
      Paid to Vote Yes?  Year 1707, Act of Union 

The following men are listed as being paid for their vote by the English.  The year 1707, 
why the vote, the “Act of Union”  It seems politicians have not changed much in the last 
300 years.

1  ~  Lord Anstruther, Sir William Anstruther was paid 300 pounds to vote “yes” on
The Act of Union 1707.  He voted yes.  The 300 pounds received is today worth   
around 42,000 pounds. 

2  ~ The Duke of Athol, James Murry was allegedly paid 1,000 pounds to vote yes for 
The Act of Union in 1707, but today’s listings show he voted “NO”.

3  ~     Earl of Balcarres – Cohn Lindsay is said to have been paid 500 pounds for his 
vote “yes” in 1707, vote on The Act of Union.  This would be worth about 
70,000 pounds in today’s money.  He did vote yes. 

4  ~    Lord Banff – George Ogilvy was paid to vote yes on The Act of the Union.  He
did vote yes.  

5  ~   Mr. John Campbell was paid 200 pounds to vote yes.  This amount today is worth
about 30,000 pounds.  He voted yes. 

6  ~ Patrick Coultrain Provost of Wigton was paid 25 pounds.  Roughly 4,000 pounds 
today to vote yes.  Not sure of his vote. 

7 ~  Lord Cesnock now Polwarth received 50 pounds, today this would be about 7,000
pounds.  Not sure of his vote.

8 ~    The Earl of Cromarty – Sir George MacKenzie is said to have been paid 300 
pounds for his “yes” vote on The Act of Union.  He voted “yes”.  The 300 
pounds would be worth roughly 42,000 pounds today. 

9 ~  Major Cunningham of Eckatt allegedly received 100 pounds, today worth around
14,000 pounds for his “yes” vote.  Not sure of his vote, yes or no. 

  
 10  ~ The Earl of Dunmoor, William Murray is said to have been paid 200 pounds for 

his “yes” vote on The Act of Union.  He did vote “yes”.  200 pounds today is 
worth about 28,000 pounds. 

       11  ~ The Earl of Eglington, Alexander Seton Montgomerie is reputed to have been 
paid 200 pounds for his “yes” vote.  He did vote yes. 

   12  ~ The Lord Elibank, Alexander Murray is said to have been paid 50 pounds for his



2

“yes” vote on The Act of Union.  He did vote yes.  To that 50 pounds would 
be worth about 7500 pounds. 

13  ~  The Earl of Findlator, James Ogilvy was supposed to have been paid 100 pounds
or about 14,000 pounds in today’s money to vote yes on The Act of Union.  He 
voted yes.

14   ~ Lord Forbes, William Forbes is reputed to have been paid 50 pounds for his “yes”
vote.  He did vote yes. 

15   ~ The Earl of Forfar, Archibald Douglas said to have been paid 100 pounds for his
“yes” vote.  He did vote yes. 

16   ~ Lord Fraser, Charles Fraser said to have been paid 100 pounds for his “yes” vote
on The Act of Union.  He did vote yes.  That 100 pounds would be worth 
about 14,000 pounds today. 

17  ~ The Earl of Glencaird, William Cunningham is said to have been paid 100 pounds 
for his “yes” vote on The Act of Union, but it is shown he voted NO. 

18  ~ Lord Preston Hall, reputedly paid 200 pounds for his “yes” vote to The Act of 
Union.  Not sure of his vote, but the 200 pounds would be worth about 28,000 
pounds today. 

19  ~ The Earl of Kintore, Sir John Keith was allegedly paid 200 pounds for his “yes”
vote on The Act of Union.  He did vote yes. 

20  ~ The Earl of Marchmont, Patrick Hume is said to have been paid 1,104 pounds for 
his “yes” vote.  Today this would be around 154,000 pounds.  He did vote yes to 
the union. 

21  ~ Sir Kenneth Mackenzie, said to have been paid 100 pounds for his “yes” vote.  He 
did vote yes for The Act of Union. 

22  ~ The Duke of Montrose, James Graham, reputedly paid 200 pounds to vote yes on
The Act of Union.  He did vote yes. 

23  ~ John Muir, Provost of Ayr, was to receive 100 pounds for his “yes” vote on The 
Act of Union.  He did vote yes. 

24  ~` Lord Ormiston, John Cockburn, reputedly paid 200 pounds for his “yes” vote.  He 
did vote yes. 

25  ~ The Duke of Roxburgh, John Ker was said to have been paid 500 pounds for his 
“yes” vote on The Act of Union.  This would be worth around 70,000 pounds 
today.  He did vote yes. 
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26  ~ The Earl of Seafield, James Ogilvy, said to have been paid 490 pounds for his 
“yes” vote.  He voted yes. 

27  ~ Sir William Sharp, reportedly paid 300 pounds for a “yes” vote on The Act of 
Union.  This would be worth about 42,000 pounds today.  Not sure how he voted,  
but a John Sharp of Hoddam voted  NO.

28  ~ Mr. Stewart of Castle Stewart, this was William Stewart, was to be paid 300 
pounds for his “yes” vote.  He did vote yes to the union.  The 300 pounds is worth 
about 42,000 pounds in today’s money.

29  ~ Marquis of Tweedale, John Hay, reputedly paid 1,000 pounds for his “yes” vote 
to the Union.  He did vote yes to The Act of Union.  The 1,000 pounds would be 
worth about 140,000 pounds today.

30  ~ Mr. Alexander Wedderburn was to receive 75 pounds for his “yes” votes.  Not 
sure if he voted yes or no.  75 pounds today would be worth around 11,000 
pounds. 

31  ~ The Duke of Queenberry, James Douglas, reportedly was to receive 12, 325 
pounds.  This would be worth about 2,000,000 pounds today. 

A complete list of who voted for or against The Act of Union of 1707 in Scotland
www.siol-nan-gaidheal.com

Robert Burns wrote a poem about these men and the Act of Union.  It is called 
“Parcel O’ Rouges”


